
Job Title 
Part-Time Artist – Co-Designer & Co-Teacher (K–5) 

Position Type 
Part-Time  - 20 to 32 hours per week​
Reports to: Principal​
Location: Red Barn Schoolhouse, Crescent, Iowa 

Salary - $20,000 - $30,000 

 

Position Overview 
The Red Barn Schoolhouse is a K–5 public charter school rooted in nature-based, 
arts-integrated, and project-based learning. We seek a collaborative and imaginative 
Artist-Educator to co-design and co-teach interdisciplinary learning experiences that weave 
together visual art, environmental inquiry, and core academics. 

This role blends studio practice, outdoor learning, and curriculum design. The Artist will partner 
closely with classroom teachers and the school’s Naturalist to integrate artistic process into 
ecological study, literacy, math, and social studies. The ideal candidate is a practicing artist who 
values experimentation, craftsmanship, and student voice, and who believes creativity is central 
to meaningful learning. 

 

Key Responsibilities 

Curriculum Co-Design & Integration 

●​ Collaborate with classroom teachers and the Naturalist to design interdisciplinary, 
standards-aligned units that integrate all modes of art with environmental and academic 
content. 

●​ Lead coordination with a cadre of other community artists to design and teach integrated 
subjects.​
 



●​ Develop developmentally appropriate projects inspired by seasonal cycles, local 
ecosystems, and place-based inquiry.​
 

●​ Integrate drawing, painting, sculpture, mixed media, and other art forms into science 
investigations, storytelling, and research projects.​
 

●​ Align instruction with state arts standards while honoring inquiry-based and 
project-based approaches. 

Co-Teaching & Instruction 

●​ Co-teach in classroom, studio, and outdoor settings.​
 

●​ Lead hands-on studio experiences that emphasize creative process, observation, and 
reflection.​
 

●​ Teach artistic techniques and habits of mind (e.g., revision, critique, craftsmanship, 
persistence). Provide students with hands-on skill development in a variety of modes of 
art.​
 

●​ Support students in documenting scientific and experiential learning through sketching, 
nature journaling, mapping, and visual storytelling.​
 

●​ Differentiate instruction to support diverse learners.​
 

Studio & School Culture 

●​ Help cultivate a school-wide culture that celebrates creativity, beauty, and expression.​
 

●​ Support student exhibitions, showcases, and interdisciplinary celebrations of learning.​
 

●​ Maintain organized, safe, and inspiring studio spaces.​
 

●​ Contribute to school-wide projects, installations, or environmental art initiatives.​
 

Assessment & Professional Collaboration 

●​ Collaborate with teachers to assess student growth through portfolios, exhibitions, and 
project-based assessments.​
 

●​ Document student work and contribute to progress reports and family conferences.​
 



●​ Engage in ongoing collaborative planning and reflective practice with colleagues.​
 

 

Qualifications 

Required 

●​ Background in visual arts, fine arts, art education, theater, dance or related artistic 
discipline.​
 

●​ Experience working with elementary-aged children (K–5).​
 

●​ Experience facilitating hands-on, studio-based learning.​
 

●​ Strong collaboration and communication skills.​
 

●​ Commitment to equity, inclusion, and culturally responsive teaching.​
 

Preferred 

●​ Bachelor’s  degree or equivalent experience. 

●​ Experience with arts integration and project-based learning. 

●​ Experience with co-teaching with classroom teachers. 

●​ Experience in nature-focused artistic interpretation. 

●​ Experience with performance or Installment artistic practice. 

●​ Active studio practice.​
 

●​ Interest in environmental themes, place-based education, or eco-art practices. 

 

Desired Qualities 
●​ Deep belief in the power of art to deepen observation, empathy, and critical thinking.​

 
●​ Comfort working in both studio and outdoor environments.​

 



●​ Flexibility, creativity, and strong organizational skills.​
 

●​ Ability to balance structure with open-ended exploration.​
 

●​ Commitment to nurturing student identity, voice, and confidence.​
 

 

Compensation 
●​ Salaried position with annual salary range from $20,000- $30,000 commensurate with 

experience. 

●​ Position includes access to employer based health program including health, vision, 
dental and life insurance.   Cost for program for staff member will be split at a rate of 
50% each between employer and employee. ​
 

●​ Professional development opportunities in arts integration and nature-based education.​
 

●​ Flexible schedule aligned with the year round school calendar.​
 

 

About Red Barn Schoolhouse 
The Red Barn Schoolhouse is a K–5 public charter school dedicated to nature-based, 
arts-integrated learning. See https://redbarnschoolhouse.org for more information.  We believe 
children learn best through direct experience, creative expression, and meaningful connection to 
place. Our interdisciplinary approach nurtures curiosity, craftsmanship, ecological awareness, 
and joyful engagement in learning. 

 

How to Apply 
Please submit the following documents to Cynthia Gehrie at cynthiag@redbarnschoolhouse.org: 

●​ Resume​
 

●​ Cover letter describing your artistic practice, what interests you about the position and 
your experience working with children​
 

●​ Portfolio (digital link preferred)​
 

https://redbarnschoolhouse.org


●​ 1–2 references 

Applications are open until position is filled.   
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